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messenger had been already despatched to the Council
in Edinburgh, bearing orders for sentence to be passed
on Argyle, but staying execution during pleasure-   There
was no time to lose, and none was lost.    Elliot started
forthwith on his return journey, outrode the king's
messenger by near twenty-four hours, and at four in the
evening of December  20th, delivered  his letters to
Argyle, announcing that the sentence of death would be
immediately pronounced.  In less than an hour the bird
had flown.   In the disguise of a page, Argyle passed
through the gates of Edinburgh Castle, and by the time
the Council were reading the king's letter, their captive
was over the Border in Veitch's house in Northumberland,
whence both fugitives made their way to London with-
out discovery.   Both peer and preacher owed their
liberty, if not their lives, to Gilbert Elliot, and from
that time he became an active participant in the schemes
under deliberation, for delivering  Scotland from the
intolerable tyranny of the Stuarts*

Persecutions and proscriptions had, however, widely
scattered those whose desires and objects were in unison;
their joint operations had to be concerted in Scotland,
England^ and Holland; and Mr. Elliot, trusted by all,
and able as any, was largely employed as the medium
of communication between the heads of the party.1 The

1 c On the death of Charles 31. several Scottish gentlemen,' says a
Scotch historian, * who "had been banished or forced to withdraw to
Holland by the severities of the time, met in Rotterdam to consult con-
cerning the state of their native country, and their own duty in tha,t
critical juncture of affairs. After a free communication of sentiments,
they came to the conclusion that considering the natural temper and